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A gentleman well known as a Shakesperean scholar, and 
dilletante in histrionic affairs, recently showed to me a por¬ 
trait of George Frederick Coojce, the eminent actor, in his 
favorite character, Richard III. The artist is J. James, a 
pupil of Jarvis, who painted the picture of Washington, 
now in the City Hall, and famous in his day. The picture 
for many years occupied a prominent position in the col¬ 
lection of the late Hon. Hugh Maxwell. 

A number of art connoiseurs , including Mr. Huntington, 
president of the National Academy of Design, have warmly 
praised the picture for its beauty of color, and skill in com¬ 
position. There is a fund of anecdotes told of Cooke in his 
biography, published in 1813—some of them extremely 
humorous. 

Probably no actor ever lived who surpassed him in the 
gift of being equally great in comedy and tragedy. His 
Richard III and Sir Pertinent Me Sycophant were his great¬ 
est characters. Edwin Forrest once suggested to Mr. Max¬ 
well, that to become the fortunate possessor of so character¬ 
istic a portrait of Cooke, he would be willing to part with 
one thousand dollars, but the latter gentleman did not take 
the hint, and held on to the canvass. For the information 
of enthusiasts in dramatic literature and art, I will state 
that the picture, together with two very rare volumes of the 
Life of George Frederick Cooke are for sale, and further 
information may be obtained at the office of the Keynote. 
Only one other portrait of Cooke, in character, is in exist¬ 
ence. It was painted by Sully, and is in the possession of 
the Philadelphia Academy of Fine Arts. _. 




